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Reading requires two skills
Phonics and Word Recognition

● The ability to recognize 
words presented in and of 
context 

● The ability to blend letter 
sounds (phonemes) 
together to read words

Understanding 

● The ability to understand the 
meaning of the words and 
sentences in a text 

● The ability to understand ideas, 
information, and themes in a text

● If a child understands what they 
hear, they will understand the same 
information when they read



Phonics and Word 
Recognition

What to do if your child is 
stuck? 

● Use phonic first:
○ What sound does 

the word begin 
with? 

○ Can you say the 
sounds in the 
word?

○ Blend them 
together

● What is the text 
about-what might fit 
here?

● Does it sound right?
● Look at the picture. 

Does it help?

Example: 



Understanding 
(Comprehension)

● Being able to read 
does not mean you 
understand what you 
read. 

● Your child might sound 
like a good reader but 
may not necessarily 
understand what the 
text means. 

● The best way to 
develop understanding 
is to talk about text. 

● Book talk to make your 
child THINK 



Kindergarten Questions 
● Check the picture and use the 

first sound to think ‘what could 
make sense that starts like that’? 

● ‘What could make sense that ends 
like that’? 

● Can you read it like the character 
would say it? 

● Point under the words. Does it 
match? 

● What happened at the beginning, 
middle, end? 

● Can you predict what will happen 
next after reading this far in the 
story

● Who is your character? Why? 

Questions to ask your child to check in on their reading (Closed Questions)

Elementary Questions 
● Did you check across the work to 

make sure all parts are correct? 
● Read again and see if you can fix this 

word before you move on (Wait a 
beat, then point to the tricky word 
and prompt: “Does it make sense? 
Does it sound right? Does it look 
right?) 

● Can you Retell the story? 
● How might the character have 

behaved differently? What was the 
problem and how was it solved (or if 
not solved, why not)? What’s the big 
message the author is trying to give 
us?

Middle School Questions 

● What’s the big thing happening in this 
chapter? Did anyone change? Did anyone 
realize something? How do the other 
characters fit into this story? Why are 
they important to understanding the 
main character’s life? 

● I didn’t expect the character to act that 
way…did you? Why do you think he 
behaved like that? What do you think is 
going on here?  How have the 
relationships in this book changed since 
you started reading? 

● What do you think is motivating this 
character? What are you thinking about 
who this character is as a person?

Ask  questions that cannot be answered with yes or no



How can I help at home?
● Understand it is not a test and it 

is not a race 
● Create a quite and comfortable 

reading environment 
● Make reading visible;have books 

available in your home for 
different purpose 
○ Cook books
○ Newspapers
○ Internet pages
○ Novels 
○ Instructional manuals 

● Plan reading into your daily 
routine 

● Talk about books, talk about 
what is happening and what 
might happen next. Don’t 
just read them

● Read slowly, with expression. 
Try to use different and 
funny voices for characters. 

● Introduce them to different 
types of books;classic 
fiction, chapter books, short 
stories, poetry, non-fiction



What can I ask my 
child’s teacher 
about my child as 
a reader?

● What type of growth 
have you seen this 
year so far? 

● What is my child’s 
reading goal right 
now? 

● What can I do at home 
to help my child grow?

● s there something 
particular to their 
level? 

● What kind of books 
should we be looking 
for at the 
library/bookstore?



Reading Links



Information to teach your child the necessary skills 
to be a successful reader

Tips on 
Reading at 

Home

Click Here 

https://www.thedailycafe.com/content/reading-home-parents
https://www.thedailycafe.com/content/reading-home-parents
https://www.thedailycafe.com/content/reading-home-parents
https://www.thedailycafe.com/content/reading-home-parents


ABDO Digital Shelf 
No log-in needed, just click on the logo below below for K-8 

content 

On the ABDO Digital 
Bookshelf you can find books 
about all sorts of topics! 
Wondering how to make some 
cool art projects with paper? 
Here is a suggestion of one 
of the books on ABDO. 

https://abdodigital.com/?tk=414F33301B8E136DEE3F0A93BF1795E1


Audible for Kids
No log-in needed, just click on the logo below

Audible is one of the most widely 
known audiobooks platforms, and 
here they are providing  free 
access to audiobooks for kids. They 
have audiobooks for pre-school 
through teens!

Did you know?  Many audiobooks 
are narrated by famous actors and 
actress. 

 

https://stories.audible.com/discovery/enterprise-discovery-21103929011?ref=adbl_ent_anon_ds_ds_dbb_0-0
https://stories.audible.com/discovery/enterprise-discovery-21103929011?ref=adbl_ent_anon_ds_ds_dbb_0-0


Capstone
Library

http://www.mycapstonelibrary.com/login/index.html


● Elementary Stream
● Middle School Stream

https://jlg.ipublishcentral.com/r?bookshelf=ZqRIBVpXZEY21Gfkegw4PjBZyCI1Zt0sl2%2B6NMsS%2Fzo%3D
https://jlg.ipublishcentral.com/r?bookshelf=fCKOOmSYGTha32S6LQTIUF7gg7MWaWc%2BogvgjKhUKs4%3D


No log in required!!

Grades K-6 Grades 7 & Up

Tumble Books Many of you may be 
familiar with Tumblebooks 
but did you know there is 
middle school 
Tumblebooks? In the 
Tumble Books Library 
there are book in French 
too! Enjoy! 

http://www.audiobookcloud.com/autologin.aspx?U=tumble2020&P=A3b5c6&categoryID=33
https://www.teenbookcloud.com/autologin.aspx?U=tumble2020&P=A3b5c6
https://www.tumblebooklibrary.com/auto_login.aspx?U=tumble735&P=books


Unite for Literacy

https://www.uniteforliteracy.com/
https://www.uniteforliteracy.com/




SanDiego Zoo Cincinnati Zoo Brookfield Zoo

Monterey Bay Aquarium Shedd Aquarium National Aquarium

https://zoo.sandiegozoo.org/
https://zoo.sandiegozoo.org/
https://www.facebook.com/cincinnatizoo/
https://www.facebook.com/cincinnatizoo/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCBDh3tzmQGIRxnnzlygsi-A
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCBDh3tzmQGIRxnnzlygsi-A
https://www.facebook.com/montereybayaquarium
https://www.sheddaquarium.org/exhibits/underwater-beauty-exhibit
https://www.aqua.org/Experience/live
https://www.facebook.com/montereybayaquarium
https://www.sheddaquarium.org/exhibits/underwater-beauty-exhibit
https://www.aqua.org/Experience/live


More Virtual 
Field Trips!

Smithsonian Natural History

Buckingham Palace

White House

Ellis Island

Grand Canyon

Yellowstone National Park

Rainforest

The Great Pyramids International Space 
Station 

Oh, the places you’ll go!

https://naturalhistory.si.edu/visit/virtual-tour
https://www.royal.uk/virtual-tours-buckingham-palace
https://www.royal.uk/virtual-tours-buckingham-palace
https://artsandculture.google.com/partner/the-white-house
https://artsandculture.google.com/partner/the-white-house
https://artsandculture.google.com/partner/the-white-house
http://teacher.scholastic.com/activities/immigration/webcast.htm
https://artsandculture.google.com/partner/the-white-house
http://teacher.scholastic.com/activities/immigration/webcast.htm
https://artsandculture.google.com/partner/the-white-house
http://www.airpano.com/360video/Video-Grand-Canyon/
https://www.nps.gov/yell/learn/photosmultimedia/virtualtours.htm
https://artsandculture.google.com/partner/the-white-house
https://www.nps.gov/yell/learn/photosmultimedia/virtualtours.htm
https://theeducatorsspinonit.com/virtual-field-trip-to-rainforest-for-kids/
https://artsandculture.google.com/partner/the-white-house
https://theeducatorsspinonit.com/virtual-field-trip-to-rainforest-for-kids/
https://artsandculture.google.com/partner/the-white-house
https://www.tripsavvy.com/egypts-top-ancient-sights-1454284
https://artsandculture.google.com/partner/the-white-house
https://www.nasa.gov/mission_pages/station/main/suni_iss_tour.html
https://www.nasa.gov/mission_pages/station/main/suni_iss_tour.html
https://www.nasa.gov/mission_pages/station/main/suni_iss_tour.html



